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fun fact+s about reindeer!

Reindeer are t+he only +ype of deer where both
the Males and the females have antlers - and
+hey shed and re-9row +hem every year! Males
Shed theirs every winter, but +he females
keep theirs until +hey have given bir+h +o
their young in the Spring - meaning t+hey can
compete for £ood whilst they are pregnant.
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They are herbivores, which means t+hey
ohly eat plants +o get their enerqy. Their
favourite plant is lichen, otherwise known
as reindeer moss wWhich iS a plant material
that 9rows in sub-arctic climates. Lichen
keeps +heir blood warm so that +hey can
survive the icy winters.

They have a very strong
sense of smell - they can
£ind lichen under snow
+hat is b0cm deep!

Reindeer are also called Caribou,
which is French and means ’snow
shoveller’. Their latin name is
Zangifer Tarandus.
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Their fur is specially designed +o keep +them
as Warm as possible. £ach hair is hollow, so
that air £lows inside the hairs as well as
between +them, and t+heir winter coat is extra
+hick for when +he +emperatures drop!

Their hooves shrink in winter! When +he
9round becomes icy and hard, reindeer
footpads shrink and +ighten for a better
9rip, and they splay out So they dont sink
into the snow When the 9round is sof+ter.

When they are migrating,
reindeer £ollow a leader of
the pack, and +hey Mmove very
quickly over huqe distances.

Their eyes change colour depending on
the season - £rom a 9olden green in the
summer +o blue in +he winter, +o help
them See more easily. %eSearchers have
also recently discovered that reindeer
can see UV light - +his means +hat t+hey
can easily detect White fur in the snow
+hat We wouldn'+ even be able t+o see.




